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‘67 GRANT

Plans for major improvements to Chapel Island, site of
ape Breton's famed Indian Island Mission were given a boost last
onth with the announcement that the site has been approved as

centennial Project.

Plans for the Island “face-lifting” began last summer by a
ve man commitlee comprising of Chiefs from throughout Cape
reton. Cost of the improvements include repairs to the church
1d the erection of a monument to Father Maillard are estimated

t §15,000 dollars.

Indian Services

Scanned By Laing

The Honourable Arthur Laing lo-
ay issued the following slatement
meerning the proposed extension
+ Indians of welfare and other ser-
ces by Onlario (quote)

“The Mational Indian Advisory
sard made up of representalives of
wlians across Canada held ils first
ecting on January 10, 1966. At that
me, several members of the Board
siced considerable concern  over
*wspaper reporls that Ontario was
suming rcsponsibility for TIndian
ffairs. 1 have received many other
spresentalions as well, Tt is not in
w public interest that this concern
* allowedl 1o continue.

For some time now, the Indian Af-
irs Branch has been considering
ith the several provinees and with
e Indian people, how the Indians
wld gradually and effectively be

‘ought into the mainstream of or- -

nary Canadian life, lo the extent
cy might wish lo enter. We have

ken the attitude that with the safe. |

tards of a gradual approach and

mtinuing and effective consultation

ith the people concerned, the In-
ans of Canada could benefit from
‘ing more closely associated with
¢ services and opportunities avail-
ile to all other Canadians in  the
avince, if this was the wish of the
dians. There has been general ae-
‘plance of this line of thought.
Before going  further, 1 should
ake clear thal this process has
nhing o do with the ancient guar-
tlees lo the Indians, including re-
rves and olher rights, made in
any cases first by the British
‘wwn, and by successive Canadian
wernmenis, Nor does it qualify in
v way the special responsibility
hich the government of Canada has
respect of Indians and Eskimos,
ur indigenous peoples have long
ren excluded from many of fthe
‘rvices enjoyed by all olher Cana.
zns from their provincial govern.
cuts. We are now of the opinion,
wl we hope that many of the Pro
nees are of (he opinion, that

should Indians so desire they shuuld
not be excluded [rom provineial
programs. Represenlative groups cf
Indians have agreed. T will  deal
more fully later wilth the consuitz.
tion process. The Federal Govern
ment believes the Indians  shouid
have access {o these benefits if they
s0 wish and it is prepared to help
with money and experience for the
provinces 1o ensure that this is mads
possible.

1 should slso point out that exten-
sion of provincial services to Indians
is not new. For example, about 45

{Continued on page 4 Col. 1)
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CHAPEL STORY TOLD

On November 28, 1792, Licul. Gov-
ernor  MacCormick. Governor of
Cape Breion Island, granted leave lo
two chiefs of the Miemacs, Francis
Bask and Michael Timma to build
a chapel on the island of St. Villenai
(obviously a mistake for St. Famile)
in the Bras d'Or Lakes, about nine
miles from St. Peter's, for divina
worship agreeable to the rites of the
Roman Catholie religion.

The chapel was dedicated to Si, =

Anne, who doubtless as a result of
the early French missionaries, is
everywhere granted as the patroness
of the Indians,
STATUE

s apsointments are  similar  in
cheracter In those of the Small Ro-
man Czthoiic Church but it also con
fains a slatue of the good St. Ann~
herself which is regarded with the
vreatest possible veneration by the
Indians whe say thal il was broueht
out to Cans Breton by Father Maill-
ard himself. The statue which is ap-
parently of wood covered wilh pla=
ter of naris is about " life sive re.
presenling the saint seated and in
structing the Blessed Virgin, as 2
girl. from an open book.
The figures are upon a moveable

waesagrets

Co-Editors of the "MICMAC NEWS"” Roy Gould, Membertou, and Meel Doucette,
the picture — Audrey MacDougall, one of the St. F. X
ing with Indians in Eastern Mova Secotia,

stand by a cenopy and usually occu-
pics the posgilion of honour on the
right side of the altar.

The chuieh that was standing in
1900 was the fifth church erected
since the fall of Louisbourg under
the direction of Father Maillard.
The first small church was erected
on the island and given the name of
“Ile Saint Famile”, The Island of the
Holy Family.

(Continued on page 2 Col. 3)

Named Roving
News Editor

Mr. Russell C. Moses, a Delware
of the Six Nations Band in Southern
Ontario has been appointed Roving
Editor of the Indian News.

Mr. Moses hes spent much of his
lime visiting Indian Reserves in the
Maritimes, including our Reserves
in Cape Breton and Nova Scotia,

We were pleased lo have Mr. Mos-
es ag our guest Speaker for the Re-
porlers Meeting held at Antigonish,
on 19 November 65,

Bara Head, also included in

. X. Extension Department Field workers involved in work-
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WE'RE GROWING UP!

This month we are celebrating our first anniver-
iry of the MICMAC NEWS, and starting off with o bang
ith this new issue.

The Micmac News was started by Mr. Ernie
dinner of the Eskasoni Indian Affairs Branch. It proved
1at the people of Cape Breton had interest in the paper.
at, the paper was not an Indian paper until with the
wcouragement and assistance of people from the
<tension Dept., it was taken over by the Indians them-
Ives.

Since then it's been in our hands and even though
ere was interest from the people, it proved more so
nen teen-cge boys and girls volunteered to report for
€ news.

We gradually expanded and now cover all nine
2serves in Nova Scotia, with the hopes of expanding to
e Reserves in New Brunswick and P.E.I.

You, the readers, own the Micmac News and de-
rve the credit for the printing and supplying the news

This paper is not sold in Nova Scotia but a great
imber of our readers are way from our reserves. The
per also goes to other Indian News Editors across
mnada.

Only you, the people, can keep the Micmac News
ive, and we ask for your continued support.

Anyone wishing to subscribe to the Micmac News
n do so by contacting any of the Reserve Reporters or
“sending directly to the Micmac News, 124 Membertou
., Sydney, N. S. and enclosing $1.50 to cover the cost
a years subscription.

lational lisfing lmlia-n" Editors

Here is a list of Indian Editors
:ross Canada for anyone interested
1+ oblaining copies of Indian news-
apers from the Tndian Editors,

510 West Hastings Street
Vaneouver 2, B.C.

Miss Alicia Marquis
Editor-Kanawake News
Box 424
Caughnawaga, Quehee

Mr. Reggie Black Plume
Fditor-Sundance Echo
¢/o Local Press
Cardston, Alberta

Mr. Walter Balhead
Editor-Indian News
151 Melyre SEL N
Regina, Sask.

Mr. T. Chartrand
Editor-Camperduck News
Camperville, Man,

Miss Darlene Moar
Editor-Seout
c/o Friendship Centre
836 Lorne Avenue
Brandon, Manitoba

Mrs. N. Meadmore
Editor-N.I.C. Bulletin
1187 Fleet Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Mr. Bonifface Guimond

Editor-Sakgeeng News
Box 261

Pine Falls, Maniloha

Mr. Maleolm Norris
Editor-Moose Call
53 River Street East
Prince Albert, Sask,

Mr. Lawrence R. Johns Mr. T. Pellstier
RR. 3 Editor-Thunderbird Publications
Walpole Island T2 Arlington Ave.
Wallaceburg, Onlario Ottawa, Ontario
Mr. Tom Lawrence
- . : Miss Dorothy Roy
- N
Editor-Calgary Indian Newsletter Editor-Prairie Call

~alg: Indian i : 4
Calgary Indian Services c/o Friendship Centre

376 Donald Street
Winnipeg 2, Manitoba

Mr. Lawrence Whitehead
Editor-Birchbark News
¢/o Indian & Metis Centre
P, 0. Box 1724
The Pas, Manitoba

Mr. Francis Kewaquedo
Editor-C. L Y. C. () ¢
Points Au Baril, Ontario

Mr. Guy Williams
Edilor-Native Voice

Native Brolherhood of B.C. Inc. 4
422 Standard Bldg.,

-

Chapel Story Meeting Molds

{Continued from Page One)
OLD CARVED ALTAR

The presenl allar is modern, hut
Tor many vears their chureh contain-
e an old carved French altar which
hore upon il the date 1715

It was unforiunale that some years
back the Indians asreed lo give the
altar to the priest there stationed at
Red Island. Today it is to be found
in the vestry of the Sacred Feart
New church. It is slated that this al-
tar formerly helonged to the chan-
lain in the old French Forl al &1
Peters which was then known as
Porl Toulouse, and when the Eng-
lish tonk the plaee Lthe allar was
carried off by the French and  hid-
den in the woods and was later
found and jealously guarded by the
Indians.

SACRED SPOT

There is 2 sacred spot on the Is-
land fenced in from desecration
where the pood priest Father Maill-
ard nreached from a granite rock,
the Gospel of Christ to his beloved
Indians. The rock is marked plainly
hv a cross eut in the stone and is
surmountesl hy an iron cross.  The
nrayer hooks used by the Indians
are most inleresling, their written
lanrnare was arranced hy Father
Maillard. One of the praver books
was sent by Rev. Father Ouinan of
Sydney to the poet. Lonefellow,

The Rev, Thomas Wood. reclor of
St. Paul's Anglican Chureh in Hali-
fax wrote several of the pravers of
the Anclizan Church into the Mie-
mae lan#nage and held services for
them in the church.

Abhr Maillard lived his lasl days
in Malifax and was a oreal friend of
Rev. T. Woor. In facl at his last in
1762, there was not a Roman Cath.
olic priest at hand. =0 Rev. Wond
was reaquested to read the Aneliean
vravers for the visitalion of the sick,
in the presence of a sreat number
of French citizens of Halifax,

Unnn the death of Father Maillard,
the Lieut. Governor of Cape Breton
and Nova Seotia nrdered the remaing
huried in St. Pauls chureh vard. Rev,
T. Wand nerformed the last rites of
the church in the French language,

LETTERS

What are the duties and bowers
of the Grand Chief of the Micmae
Indians?

What are the duties and powers
of the Grand Councillor?

What are the duties of the Grand
Captain?

What are the duties of the Cap-
tains appointed on each of our Re.
serves?

I am sure there is a great deal of
tradition in each of the ahove Titles,
hut not toa many of us reallv know
the true meanings of the positions.

Neel'Stevens
Chapel Island
Indian Reserve,
Barra Head, N. S.

MICMAC NEWS

Hall's Future

Representatives  from  different
Organizalions and Groups met wilh
Chiel Ben E. Christmas and the
members of the Reserve Planning
Committee to discuss the use of the
Memberton Community Hall,

The following members were pre-
sent lo represent: The Sewing and
Vocational Evening Classes, Miss
Katy McEwen and Mrs. Don Marsh-
all, The Membertou Cub  Pack by
Lawrence Paul and Roy Gould, The
Youth Club by Russell Christmas
and Elizabeth Christmas, and Carl
Gould represented the Sports Com-
mittee.

The meeting chaired by Mr. Ben
Chrislmas agreed that all groups be
granted the use of the main hall as
the lower hall was not suitable for
a Meeting Hall,

VOC Training

In Reserves

Vocational Evening Classes under
the sponsorship of the Adult Educa-
tion Division, Province of Nova Sco-
tia are underway on Indian Reserves
in Cape Breton and Nova Scotia. Re-
servations holding these courses are:
Nyanza, Sewing, the women are un-
der the direction of Mrs, Helen Goo-
roo. Whyeocomagh, sewing, nine stu-
dents under the direction of Mrs.
Roddie Gould. Membertou, Sewing
13 students. under the direction of
Mrs. Wm. Bernard of Eskasoni. Es.
kasoni. Sewing. 11 students with
Mrs. Wm. Bernard as instructor. Vo-
cational Evening Classes for men
are also underway at Eskasoni. with
instruetions in Carpentry, Weldine
and Auto Mechanics wilh a total at-
tendance of 62 men from the Re.
serve.

Mr. W. C. Morlev local Adminis-
trator for the Adull Education De.
partment advises thal counselling
and zuidance is available for the
unemployed as Eskasoni. At present
plans are underwav to have all re
serves lake up-erading classes eom.
mencing in the [all of '66.

Residents of the Membertou Band,
Sydney, were entertained by teen-
agers of the 45 family reserve with
their annual Concert.

The concert under the direetion
of Roy Gould and Mrs. Marie Mar-
shall included in the program were
Christmas and Folk Songs as well as
dancing comedy. Speeial guests from
the area entertained, this helped

make the evening a howling success,
Special thanks are extended {o all

those who took part in the coneert,
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Jan. 3rd '66 — St. Rita’s Hospital. Miss Chisholm 3rd year student. Mrs. Noel Doucatte, Eskasoni. Twins — Daniel

and Donald 8 Ibs. loz. — 8 Ib. 3 oz. First Indian babies barn in the New Year.

Should Enforce Truancy Laws

The following commenls wers
laken from the book “The Educa
tion of Indian Children in Canada™
One Indian man writes:—

“Reeently a man in Indian Educa-
tion asked me, ‘What do you think
would further your education il you
had to repeal your school life all
over again?’ My reply was that 1
would have Jiked my pavents to
have seen lo it that 1 had started
school as soon as | was old  enough
and thal they had made me  atten:d
school regularly so that 1 would
have compleled the work preseribed
lor each grade satisfactorily, 1 be-
lieve that the school facilities avail-
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able in my reserve at thal lime anl
my own eagzerness o learn woulid
have made o great deal of diflcrence
te my present academic standing of
Grade 4.”

He goes on lo say thal loday In-
dign educalion opporiunities, facils-
lies, and stendards, on and off the
reserves, ure better Lhan they ever
were, He says, * . no Indian need
ever wish for an education, as long
as he shows an  honest  desire  {or
it. He can get help all the way

He asks:

“Why then are the results  so
poor? I beheve one problem is the
lack of interest for education shown

000000 0000000

Our Wishes

LeBLANC
Printing Co.
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SYDNEY, N.S.

by the parents. Absenleeism has al-
ways been the grealesl handicap in
our schools. As a school commiltee
member I frequently visit the homes
when non-altendance in  the class.
room is reported to me. In spile of
the fact that family allowances and
relief cheques are received by most
of the families each month, lack of
lunches and clothing are the usual
excuses. One has lo only see the
beverage rooms of our towns a few
limes to realize why Lhis condition
exisls. .

1 was urged in my commenls lo
emphasize the strong and  weak
noints of Indian educalion. To me
there is only one weak point. That is
the failure of {he Department to en-
force Lhe regulations regarding tru-
ancy and absenleeism as  provided
by the Indian Aecl™

Another Indian, [alher of 16 child-
ren writes;

“I am not too enthusiastic about
the Reserve Schonls. They are hold-
ine back our children. I can see the
difference between those atlending
nublic schools and those attending
Indian Schools. Parents of pupils at-
tending Public School do not leave
all resoonsibility lo the teachers as
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“CONGRATULATION"
MICMAC NEWS ON
THIS NEW ISSUE

BRIAND TAXI CO,
Speedy 24 hour Service
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An those in the case of the Indian

Mother of 12 children, an Indian
Lady writes:

“I frel richt when I see Indian
and white children going to school
tovether, This is a wonderful thing.
There have been many improve-
ments in my lifetime bul, in 10 years
time, with all that is being done for
our ehildren, things will be even bat-
ter than they are now. T wish T had
had the chance, Tf what we are doing
now would have started when T was
vaung, mv children might have he-
come engineers, lawvers and teach-
ers. My younger children will have
a much better chance than the oldzr
nnes

MicMac News $100.00 Winner
John D, Johnson was  the lucky
wenner of e e sponsored by (he

PAGE THREE

205 PUPILS
ENROLL IN ‘65

Two hundred and five students
are attending integrated Public and
Private schools. One hundred and
sixty-six are registered in Day
Schools on the Reserves. Twenty-lwo
are attending the Shubenacadie In-
dian Residential School. Ten ave ai-
tending High Schools and ey
under total Educational Assistancs,
Of the various Dands within  the
Shubenacadie Agency, nine members
are presently taking full lime vo.
cational trzining.

OBITUARIES

FRANK MICHAEL PAUL

The dealh of Frank Paul 67, oc
curred Dee. 4, al Lthe Cily of Sydney
Hospital after a long illness. A native
of Barra Head, he resided al Eskas.
oni

Besides his wife, Isabel, Mr. Pau!
is survived by two sons, Stephen al
Eskasoni and George in Toronto, twa
daughters, Mary Ann at Eskasoni
and Mrs. Mary Mellin in Boston,
Mass., and two stepsons, Frank and
Andrew Joe hoth in Eskasoni.

The funzral took place on Monday,

Dec. 7, from Holy Family Church in
Eskasoni.

MRS. CECILIA MARSHALL

The death of Cecilia Marshall (the
former Cecilia Googoo of Member-
tou) occurred at Si. Rita Hospital,
December 13th, 1965 after a  brief
iliness. She was 39.

Besides her  husband,  Anthony,
she is survived by 4 children rang-
ing in age from 6 to 12 years: Pa.
tricia, Lorraine and Audrey, and a
son Stuart all at home. Her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Googoo, thres
sisters, Mrs, Charlie Herney, (Malil-
da) Membertou, Mrs. Leo Levatte
(Mary Rose) Kirkland Lake, Ont,
Mrs. Florence Rankin, Halifax.

The largely attended funeral took
place on Dec. 15th,, with the proces-
sion leaving the family residence at
9 o'clock for Requiem High Mass at
St. Anthony Daniel Church by Rev.
R. J. Laffin, P, P,, and prayers at the
graveside by Rev, Clarence MacDon-
ald.

Pallbearrs were: Jacob Marshall,
Roy Gould, Fred Googoo, Charlis
Gould, Pat Christmas and Alex
Chrislmas.

MRS. MARY JANE JOHNSON

Mrs. Mary Jane Johnson, 88, a for-
mer residen! of Eskasoni and recent-
Iy of Barra Head, died Jan. 3, at
the St. Rita Hospital in Sydney after
a hrief illness.

She was predeceascd by her hus.

bamid, Riciard of Guyshorough and
one son John, She is  survived hy
cight gramdehildren,
I'he remains rested al the home of
Paul Isaac. Funeral s
condueled by
January 7, [
River cemelary,

Pallbearers were Paul Isaac, Al
fred Joe, Noel Marshall, George

al w.

S Stevens, Murrav Marshall amd Petes
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Indian Services

{Continued from Page One)

per cenl of Indian children are al-
ready attending provineial schools.
Many Indians in Canada are also re-
ceiving some other services from
provincial governments,

Dealing now with the proposed
agreements in respect of extension
of some further provincial services
to Ontario Indians, two draft agree-
ments were discussed with the On.
lario Indian Advisory Couneil, elecl-
ed by the various Bands in that Pro-
vinee, One agreement relales to the
extension of a broad range of pro-
vineial welfare services, the other Lo
the provision of communily develop-
menl programs.

On November 25, 1965, my prede-
cessor, lhe Honourable J. R. Nichol-
son, senl to all provinees copies of
these agreemenls asking if they
would be prepared to enter inlo
them. At this point the Ontario In-
dian Advisory Couneil had already
agreed with the principle of the On-
lario agreements on the basis that
they would apply only to such Bands
as specifically endorsed them.

On January 6, 1966, the office of
the Ontario Minister of Welfare is-
sued a release without notice lo the
federal government. This  release
mistales the facts. It states in part
that the agreement would take effect
immediately. and ‘under it the major
responsibility for Indians will be
taken over by the provincial govern-
ment.’ The statement implies furthes
that the agreement eovers a far
wider field than had actually heen
discussed.

On January 7, 1966, a number of
press accounts based on this erron-
eous statement appeared. The most
widely circulated report began: ‘Re-
sponsibility for the welfare of In-
dians in Onlario shifted dramalicaliy
Thursday to the Provinee from the
Federal Government' That evening
the Ontario Minister appeared on
nalional television with a  similar
message.

On January 8, 1966, T began to re-
ceive representations in resnect of
this Ontario announcement. On Jan-
uary 10. T met with the National In-
dian Advisory Board, At this meet-
ing several Indian leaders expressed
great concern over the possibility
that Ontario may seek to substitule
itself for Canada in the latter's du-
ties towards the Indian people. They
asked, and T thought it proper 1a
agree that Canada should not sign
the agreement in question until the
Indian representatives once  asain
had an epporlunity to acquaint their
people of the facls, They also asked
that a statement of clarification be

-
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issued by me, for the same purpose,

The Indizn leaders’ alarm is un-
derstandable. They had not been
consulted on what they took to be a
complele abdicalion by the federal
government of its responsibililies as
reflected by lhe message issued by
the Onlario Minister. [ told them
that the government of Canada ca
not, and is not, considering tran:
ferring ils exclusive constitutional
responsibilily in respeel of Indiar,
and that the draft acreemenis were
not different from what lhey had
been told by my predeecssor and
penerelly agreed lo by them. This
seemed satisfactory lo Lhe Indian
Ieaders bul impressions of Lhis un-
forlunate sort, onee formed, are
hard Lo dispel. The Indian leaders
asked that the Federal Government
wilhhold signing the agreements
wilh Ontavio until they could ravie
the matter,

The 200,000 Indians of Canada
have some reason. oul of our hislory,
to be cautious in their commitments,
We are working very closely  with
them now in policy develonment.
Consultation and increased manage-
ment of Indian affairs is central to
this progress,

1 hope that when Ihe facls are
known it will be possible to procee:d
again with Ontario in the extension
of ordinary provincial services.”

—_——

KOOLEX KLEANERS
SYDNEY, N.S.

With Compliments

T. W. CURRY
Funeral Home
SYDNEY, N. S.

DAVE EPSTEIN
Clothing Store

ARIEEEIRIR IR E LRI IR IR Ths

Best of Luck

RAYTEL

For All Your
Picture Taking

SYDNEY, N.S.

'slrnas of Sydney, Charlw Bernard of Whycocomagh and Chief Charles Francus of Eskasoni
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Noel Doucette of Chapel Island, Grand Chief Donald Marshall and Chief

GRUNIRRNARERNURRHNIARNN I,
Our Compliments

T

Congratulations

GALLAY'S Myers Studio
SHOE STORE

Charlotte St.

SYDNEY, N. S.

FOR ALL YOUR
CAMERA MEEDS

SYDNEY, N. S.

BE AN AMBASS5ADRESS FOR THE
INDIAN PEOPLE

e

All Indian girls 18 years or over contact
P - T S

your Superintendent,
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